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in generaL, iteMs 
are More LiKeLy to 
be Covered in paid 

departMents 
than in volunteer 

departments.

whiCh ppe 
items are 
Covered under 
your on-sCene 
deContamination 
poliCies?

turNout

hood
SelF-CoNtAiNed 

breAthiNg 
AppArAtuS

helMet

Not Sure

bootS

31%

45%

52%

61%

gloveS

52%

54%

bootS

45%
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FIRE DEPARTMENT COMPLIANCE

A. Most firefighters consider their 
department’s procedures at least 
“slightly” effective (98%), but  
very few consider them  
“very” effective (22%). 

Never rarely sometimes often always

13% 12%33% 41%

How often are the on-scene decontamination 
procedures followed by your department?

Q. Do you think your 
department’s on-scene 
decontamination 
procedures reduce 
exposure to cancer-
causing substances?

Compliance with  
on-sCENE decontamination

procedures is generally 
viewed as ineffective

of those departments with 
on-scene decontamination 
procedures in place follow 
those procedures regularly.

2%

2%
Extremely

Not at All

Moderately 

Very

Slightly

24%
52%

20%

Effectiveness

Cleaning of all firefighting equipment is 
performed regularly for most firefighters.

70%
SCBA

59%
tools

57%
station

PPE, tools, and the fire station are cleaned more regularly in 
paid fire departments than in volunteer fire departments.

60%
PPE

58%
No enforcement of 
policies/procedures 

46%
Takes too much time

40%
Requires a second 
set of equipment

22%
Too wet and/or cold 
where I work

Volunteer firefighters 
are much more likely 
(78%) than paid 
firefighters (49%) to 
report a problem with 
lack of enforcement.

top 4
Reasons 

decontamination 
procedures are  
not followed

1%
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Increased laundering/cleaning of PPE 81%

Decontamination procedures 66%

Increased training of cancer-related risks 60%

Changed standard operating procedures 53%

Purchased a second set of turnout gear 45% 58% 14%

Implemented exposure tracking systems 26% 29% 10%

Require shower stations after a fire 23% 25% 9%

Purchased and installed a particulate hood 15%

Changed station layout 12%

None of the above 2%

Most 
firefighters 
have 
participated 
in training 

exercises in the past year. 
Live burn exercises are the 
most commonly reported 
(70%) in the past year.

did you know

Has your department taken any action to address the 
risk of cancer in the fire-service profession?

55%
volunteer

76%
paid

department

up close
Many more paid firefighters reported action 
taken than volunteer firefighters.

YESNO

Not Sure

68%20%

12%
Of those who 
reported that their 
department has 
taken no action, 
this was due to 
management not 
recognizing (32%) 
or prioritizing 
(34%) the problem.

Changes in response to risk

Firefighters consistently 
rank “Training on how 
to reduce exposure” 
as the top priority for 
handling cancer risks.

paid volunteer

Volunteer fire 
departments 

occasionally cannot 
afford to implement 
the kinds of changes 

that paid fire 
departments can.

Firefighters universally 
agree that more 

regulations are not 
the best way to handle 

cancer risks

Volunteer firefighters report 
more training exercises 
in the past year than paid 
firefighters

NEXT STEPS
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1 2 3 4 5

Make sure your gear is 
cleaned and inspected 

regularly internally or by 
a verified ISP.

Firefighters are highly 
aware of the major 
firefighter support 
organizations 
IAFF and NFFF are the two most prevalent 
firefighter support organizations.

Aided Awareness

79%

66%

36%

33%

10%

International Association 
of Fire Fighters (IAFF)

National Fallen Firefighters 
Foundation (NFFF)

Firefighter Cancer 
Support Network (FCSN)

National Volunteer 
Fire Council (NVFC)

None of the above

STOP CANCER AT THE DOOR.
To learn more about fire-related contaminant control best 

practices and to download Not in Our House firefighter cancer 

awareness materials, visit www.notinourhouse.com.  



State-of-the-Art Fire Training Tools

PARTNERING TO HELP REDUCE                               
FIREFIGHTER CANCER THREATS

is now

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT WWW.LIONPROTECTS.COM 
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